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Dear FCC,
We appreciate the opportunity to file this formal comment concerning the ratings system recently
implemented by the television industry.

It is our view that the age-based system that has been adopted by the television industry is not adequate to
accomplish the goal for which it was implemented. There are several ways that an age-based system fails,
and we would like to draw your atrention to two of them.

The first problem is that it is administered by the television industry itself. If the goal is to protect our
children from explicit sex, violence, and language content, then the public would be well served by having
an independent body oversceing this function. We cannot reasonably expect “the fox to guard the hen
house”. Whatever ratings system is implemented, it must be administered by those who have the best
interests of America’s children as their motive. The television industry is incapable of rating the content of
their own productions, because profit is their primary motive.

Secondly, a poor ratings standard is worse than no ratings system at all. The current age-based system
gives no guidelines concerriing the offensive content of the shows. If we don’t specifically address what is
offensive in a given show’s content, then all we are doing is giving the television programmers a shield o
hide behind when consumers are offended at what television contains. The age of the viewer is relatively
insignificant at this point. Offensive content is offensive content, for adules as well as children. There
should be no double-standard.

Instead of the current age-based system, a better plan would be a content-based system administered by
individuals who are fully independent of TV production and profits, who have high moral and ethical
standards which flow from the Judeo-Christian faith upon which this nation was founded.

Traditionally, parents have been the primary filter for protecting America’s youth from inappropriate TV
viewing. In view of the relatively weak state of the modern American family, it becomes all the more
important for the FCC to implement TV ratings which truly offers a// viewers protection from the daily
bombardment of explicit sex, violence, and language which characterizes much of current television
programming.

The best solution is for the television industry to quit broadcasting explicit sex, violence, and language.
Until that unlikely event happens, it is up to good and moral people to prevail in this effort of determining
what is appropriate for public television viewing.

We urge the FCC to implement content-based ratings, which afford Americans the most protection
possible.

Sincerely,

- R
Robert & Ann Mecks

25 Cedar Court #1110
Ogden Dunes, IN 46368
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We are glad to see some efforts being made to help
parents monitor television viewing with the new
rating system being implemented by the television
industry. However, we are disappointed to see that
because the ratings are being applied by those who
produce the programs these ratings are not being
taken seriously so as to help parents.

It is our belief that the best way to help parents with
these ratings is to use those which are content-based.
In this way we parents can truly know just what is
contained in the program and we can make more
informed viewing choices for our children.

Sincerely,

\/VB. Anel T . é@é )
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Berghorst
7070 Rolling Hills Drive
Hudsonville, M1 49426
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Dear FCC,

We appreciate the opportunity to file this formal comment concerning the ratings system recently
implemented by the television industry.

It is our view thar the age-based system that has been adopted by the television industry is not adequate to
accomplish the goal for which it was implemented. There are several ways that an age-based system fails,
and we would like to draw your attention to two of them.

The first problem is that it is administered by the television industry itself. If the goal is to protect our

children from explicit sex, violence, and language content, then the public would be well served by having
; . : ) «

an independent body oversceing this function. We cannot reasonably expect “the fox to guard the hen

house”. Whatever ratings system is implemented, it must be administered by those who have the best

interests of America’s children as their motive. The television industry is incapable of rating the content of

their own productions, beciuse profic is their primary motive.

Secondly, a poor ratings standard is worse than no ratings system at all. The current age-based system
gives no guidelines concerning the offensive content of the shows. If we don’t specifically address what is
offensive in a given show’s contens, then all we are doing is giving the television programmers a shield to
hide behind when consumers are offended at what television contains. The age of the viewer is relatively
insignificant at this point. Offensive content is offensive content, for adults as well as children. There
should be no double-standard.

Instead of the current age-based system, a better plan would be a content-based system administered by
individuals who are fully independent of TV production and profits, who have high moral and ethical
standards which flow from the Judeo-Christian faith upon which this nation was founded.

Traditionally, parents have been the primary filter for protecting America’s youth from inappropriate TV
viewing. In view of the relatively weak state of the modern American family, it becomes all the more
important for the FCC tc implement TV ratings which truly offers a// viewers protection from the daily

bombardment of explicit sex, violence, and language which characterizes much of current television
programming,.

The best solution is for the television industry to quit broadcasting explicit sex, violence, and language.
Until that unlikely event happens, it is up to good and moral people to prevail in this effort of determining
what is appropriate for public television viewing.

We urge the FCC to implement content-based ratings, which afford Americans the most protection

possible.
Sincerely,
Pk 75 lodills

Rob & Nartalie Houchens
10421 Whippoorwill Court o s eend d
Granger, IN 46530 Lo g T



B e F2Y itge Hewe Dy
NS G SS T ée dm&(g

VVVV 1:;;';";‘? 5 - \’”’w - QR(/( 7
_ 7997
% ) e ek -
Wdoral Conomenccditionw Cont
Fhe -V ane.

m@% @m%)w \%u/u/

%%ﬁ i et

/

g, af Copies rec'd
Lint ARCEE




n‘ R -
Tl el AU V/

3457

"’I&’@%wmﬁm}w(@mm T Fel: (]G5 o
%ﬁ Cdupumud WMMW
“‘(11,@ /. V }—ZAAMW
JW?W adisigo 2R rutn. Ce
Covdpnd NOTSUST g . SEr UIofene
~ Hw‘mw = Shewsg o @lirmeneZit

bt Aiiv g ). We Sheweld not
na//'l,mm m%ﬂiwy .

Gdﬁ Obstepe o—gf@%swe/ ~AC LeasT
%ch, Los G owm DV Chovse, — The ratring

&ﬂ;fow}l.-% “yands (Jt»{ Contei” Lol alesw s Yo cloore
4t it oL mlﬂ«wﬂ% Lo ner Shioed Ldhat
15%& o r Ao Y /()///M/S/?f ‘{//\W@m
~JUST 7‘:2170 SQQJM o /\/(Sm;( W@m.b/,
ou7 tnfkw OLoh /é(x"'-bo wr/ZLﬁOT Edesn }"*664.,@(?5(—/7
Lufuo‘%ﬂALz%/z4}e»uc 1 ected Z}?,ré

CC D Re TN OGS

EE#)vézV&a/gIfggﬁfdeBax};Q)

v—

i DR
. L/@Oﬁ Mbkzgc/,zz
LG TR Py

@/) (387272

v, of Coplesrec'd /

List ARCDE




/{ x
N .
pig

W

- | A
e *
* *
*

A

»

* .

* *

St e s
i

ok
RS
*

pes

- i
* |

*

I

*
w

F Shows rate d by oo
Who C/u |

I wish Amm@m—‘ﬁ‘
ON  the **,

T\/ 7 ‘}”l: )’l?) S >/§/~g/;4

pique make a new |F.
S)’5 fen et s Clw)qe :

o i

b/ an lhO)eF‘?)’) dont .

relings CO/??/DQ/)7~ o
Tt /7/1/{!485 Thore i**
4

>née. {o  have : )

1 .

Thoduwee

No.of Copiesrec'd_____
List ABCDE

e



e 2114 Woods Chapel Fd.
T R 1 New Market, VA.

(/3(77,5{ : T 228L14
MR 7 1597 February 26, 1997

Mass Media Bireau -~
Enforcement Division
Complaints & Investigations Branch
1919 M Street N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

Federal Commuymieations Commission

LT
ok
i o

Dear Sir:

I am very happy to note that on TV programming

we now have ratings. I am really concerned though
that trke ratings are shown for sucih a short time
and does not give the viewer ample time to see it.
If a person just happens to be out of the room

at that particular time, they miss it and they do
not get the bemefit of the rating guide. Is it
possible that this rating guide be shown more
frequently during the program?

Concerns like this may improve the vielent
atmosphere of programmimng. I have sent letters
%o the three majer networks concerming this
subject.

I would appreciate your reply concerming this.

Sincerely,
Yo avieto. Garnooton R

olanda Jamécka
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